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German Public Questions 


disappeared, like Victor Hugo’s Les Chatiments 
and Napoléon le Petit. They are abrupt and 
diffcult reading, and they are not always con- 
vincing; but both as literature and as the cou- 
rageous expression of a stubborn personal con- 
viction, they are noble and thrilling. Mann un- 
covers the roots of Germany’s present predica- 
ment in the unfortunate turn for hero-wor- 
ship which has long been her curse; but he sees 
signs that she is growing up, and like Count 
Sforza hopefully watching Rome from Brussels, 
he looks confidently for the early unseating of 
the existing super-government and the coming 
of a German Volksstaat.—H. K. B. 


@ Wilhelm Stapel. Die literarische Vorherr- 

schaft der Juden in Deutschland, 1918 bis 
1933. Hamburg. Hanseatische Verlagsanstalt. 
1937. 43 pages. 1.50 marks.——This little work 
is one of the Schriften des Reichsinstituts fir 
Geschichte des neuen Deutschlands, a propa- 
gandist series which deals Hitleristically with 
such questions as Die Freiheit des Geistes, Das 
nationalsozialistiche Deutschland und die Wis- 
senschaft, Zunft und Nation. Wiihelm Stapel, 
it appears, is an antiSemite by profession. 
Delendi sunt Judaei. He is a man of knowledge 
and excellent intentions, and he writes well. 
But he has brooded over his exhausting prob- 
lem till he is entirely incapable of objectivity. 
If one can read him patientiy, his brochure is 
crammed with information, illuminating com- 
ment, psychological characterization that has 
value. But he gnashes his teeth on every page, 
and his nervous spitefulness renders every one 
of his judgments suspect. It may be true that 
the average Jewish writer is less the naively 
inspired singer than the very hard-headed man 
of affairs. But Friend Stapel proves entirely too 
much.—R. T. H. 


@ Zeitschrift fiir Sozialforschung. Herausge- 

geben im Auftrag des Instituts fiir Sozial- 
forschung, von Max Horkheimer. Jahrgang V, 
1936, Heft 1. Paris. Librairie Félix Alcan. 160 
pages.—A cosmopolitan periodical, the Zeit- 
schrift fiir Sozialforschung offers here a pat- 
ticularly interesting number, with articles and 
book reviews in German, French and English 
and summaries of the articles in various lan- 
guages, One of the most interesting contribu- 
tions is Walter Benjamin's L’oeuvre d'art a 
Tépoque de sa reproduction mécanisée, which 
should appeal to all those interested in the 
cinema. Next in interest—if one excepts, 
possibly, Herbert Marcuse’s opening philos- 
ophical essar, Zum Begriff des Wesens—is a 
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repott by Hilde Weiss on Die “Enquéte Ou- 
vrisre” von Karl Marx, showing the truly 
educational manner in which the founder of 
Marxism conducted a symposium among French 
workers. Margaret Mead has an article in 
English On the Institutionalized Réle of 
Women and Character Formation. The book 
reviews deal with the fields of philosophy, 
sociology and psychology.—Samuel Putnam. 
Philadelphia. 


@ Bruno Brehm. Zu frih und zu spat. Das 

grosse Vorspiel der Befreiungskriege. 
Miinchen. Piper. 1936. 607: pages. 6 marks. 
—This martial narrative of Austria’s futile 
attempt in 1809 to rid herself and Europe, 
singlehanded, of Napoleon’s domination, 
shows that the ill-fated campaign, undertaken 
in the sanguine expectation that a blow against 
France at that time would have the active 
support of all the Germans, who would rise 
and conquer as a nation in arms, was too early 
and too late. Forced to retreat at Regensburg, 
the Austrians under the leadership of the 
Archduke Charles justified, at Asper, the 
hopes of the Romantic soldier-poet, Heinrich 
von Kleist, by infli@ing on Napoleon his first 
complete defeat. However, at the ensuing 
battle of Wagram, precipitated by the Austrian 
troops in the face of the Archduke’s prudent 
commands to await the French attack, the war 
was lost; and after the Tyrolese were subdued, 
Napoleon demanded and received in marriage 
the hand of the Emperor’s daughter, Marie 
Louise. 

The fervidly patriotic account, tragic from 
the Austrian viewpoint, is lengthened unnec- 
essarily by the author’s propensity for inter- 
minable conversations, but remains on the 
whole quite readable and exciting —Marjorie 
Nice Boyer. Riegelsville, Pennsylvania. 


e@ Friedrich Freiherr von der Goltz und 

Theodor Stiefenhofer. Unsterbliches 
Deutschland. Braunschweig. Westermann. 
1936. 310 pages. 5.80 marks.—This history of 
the Germans bears the official endorsement of 
the National Socialist government. An entire 
section—there are four of them in all—is 
devoted to the Germanic tribes. With two 
thousand years to cover, it is natural that there 
is not a great deal of detail. In dealing with all 
periods but the Third Reich, the faults and 
weaknesses of the Germans are frankly ad- 
mitted, but the present régime receives a pane- 
gytic of unqualified praise. Volk and Staat, we 
are reminded, are the foundations of the 
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